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The spring comes with an Easter weloome.
We have bad a tedions winter, aud wo rejoice
in the snniversary whbich may be called the
new year's day of growth and sanshine. The
season, with ite privations aud unusual
business cares, has been exacting. The
panio came on the threshold of the winter nnd
darkened with ils gloom what might have

sealed. i =i
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UPLE SHEET.

Erom our reports this morning the probabilities

are that the wealher to-day will be cold and
clonedy.

Tme Eastez Music v TeHE CHURCHES, ns
may be seen in ancther part of the paper, will
be unusually brillisnt to-day. Everything
that the divine art is capable of, in doing
honor to the grand mystery of the Resurree-
tion, will be brought into requisition on this
occagion. The various altars in the Catholic
churches will be decorated in the most sump-
tuous maoner, and chorus and orchestra will
ibe added to the ordinary choir attractions.

Ox Gomxe Weoxe.—And now comes Mr.
Jobn A Bingham, American Minister to
Japan, to illustrate the evil consequences of
the first wrong step. ‘A year ago he wasac-
wused of taking stock in the Crédit Mobilier,
and he answered that he got the stock, but he
wus “‘not guilty.”” Now he is castigated for
writing  letter he says he never wrote, When
a good dog gets a bad name it is o terrible in-
centive to kick the animal, whetler he deserves
it or not.

Lisen o cheerful time, The panic was not
without its blessings in many ways, It was
like an nwakening from a feverish dream, We
had been dagzzled by visions of false pros-
perity. We had boen living beyond our
means.  We bad conquered the Bouth, and in
the unpulse nrising from vietory we felt that
we could do in s few years what ealmer na-
tous would be content to schieve in o cen-

| tury. We began to bumild railways, to open

cauuls, lo civilize the desert long before we
conld inhabit it; to make, by the ap-
plication of capital or some sort of ma-
chunery, Colorado and Nevada as prosperous
and populons as Pennsylvania.  We borrowed

(6% o do all this, and, wnder
the delusion that debt is a i

tancied  that
the vicher we became.” The panic was the
awakening from this delusion, from other de-

| lusions, perbaps; but it fell with especinl
| severity upon the poor.
| be eapily reconciled to any circumstances that

So, while we could

dispelied tLe illusions under which we bhad

| been resting since the wur, the sudden with-
| dranwal of capital trom business, and the con-

sequent paralysis of indastry, brought disasters
upon many worthy and deserving clasaes.

The winter which has now lelt us came
with u double duty. We had to *recover from
the panic” and put our business affuirs in
order, on a sounder basis. Wehad also to aid
our uniorlonate fellow citizens, As to our
business success we cannot say. We have re-

| formed in meny respects. The spirit of specu-
| lation seems to have been tamed. The news-

papers are no longer filled with columns of
eloquent appeals to invest in the Wildeat
Railway bonds and Cagliostro 81ver Mining
shares. Foreign financial ecapitals are no
longer overrun with glib and shifty Ameri-
cnns trying to borrow money to build milways

cate the buffalo and run cansls over the
Rocky Mountains, We are no longer beg-
ging in every pawnbroker's shop of the Old
World for capital to “develop our country.”
Asall such money was geacrally obtained at
usurious rates of interest and had to be
paid we have ceased to repudiate and run in
debt, This is a great denl, and i we keep on
in the path thus laid down we may be able
to thoraughly redecm gnd re-ereate vur credit.
At all events, if business does nut spparently
prosper as before the war, our gnccesses will
be less moisy snd more substantial, and we
shall have a surer prosperity, less feverand
uncertainty, fewer Blick Fridays and *‘cor-

| mers,” and our money kings will become real
| monarchs dnd not gaudy phantoms, like many

late lamented sbadows of Erie and Tammany

| Hall. The indignaut protest now arising from

all parts of the country agninst the spirit of
inflation in Washington ; the resolotion to
oppose these varions plans for relieving the
country ut the expensoe of its honor; the
anger inspired by sectional legislation ; the
rigid criticism visited upon our public ser-
vants and all who are in authority, show an
awakening and a quickening of the public
conscience that is ‘one of the most gratifying
phencinens of the time. We welcome it as an
Easter blessing Jn its way, charged, we trust,
with many blessings in the future.

‘While we have partly set our business in order
and lifted ourselves into a clearer finnneial
and commercial atmosphere, we have also
nobly responded to the sudden demand made
upon us by the poor. In our Easter medita-
tions let us not forget this as one among many
good works, New York has shown, and
never with mare promptitude. and humanity,
the magnificence of ber charity, But while
we dwell upon this let us also not forget the
legson which it brings. We are in the posi-
tion of Lord Sulisbury on the Indian famine
question, as he explained it the other day in
the House of Lords. The immediate duty is
to raise money, buy food and feed the starv-
ing Hindoo. That will be performed with-

AvsTRIA AND THE Paracy—TeeR LaTes
Fscvcucan.—Some two weeks ago we an- |
nonneed that the Holy Father had issued |
aunother eucyclical, in which he commented |
wupon the condition of the Catholie Church |
throughout the world, but particularly on the ‘
condition of that Church, at the present |
moment, in the German and Austrian em- l
pires, and gave to the different bishops, in
their various spheres, sound and sobér advice,
We print this morning the full text of the
encyclical. It will be eagerly read by many ;
and some, no doubt, will derive frow it profit |
snd instruction.

Sme Sovo—Tre t Nor

Leax Nor Yer Eax- |
Yrammm.—We print this morning further de- F
fails regarding the escape of prisoners from
Sing Bing. The wystery, it will be seen, is
mot yet explained. The buried tools bave not
'been found. It will be strange if it turns out
o be true that the prison harbors skilful
mechanics, who are sble, in spite of the
muthorities, to manufacture implements capa-
‘ble of wrenching out bars of iron and bnrst-
ang open doors,  Our fear is that the right
anen are not in charge, and that there is too
mnuch sympathy between the keepers und the
wprisoners. It might be better if politice bLad
less to do with our prisons snd their ADAKe. 1
aent.

Ovr Easmen Hematp.—The spring bas a |
practical welcome in the rush of business |
which compels us to print this morning
s twenty-page sheet of the Hemaron.

oni limit or stint, taking no “fine chunces'” in

| the way of economy. But the ultimate duty,

the way to make future famines impossible
is to build rsilways and open works of irriga-
tion. This is what the English Minister pro-
posss. We should imitate him. Ouwr im-
mediate duty bas been performed. We have
averted any want or privation. In our
varions eapacities, as mere private citi-
gens, as churches and socicties and
¢sguilds” and “homes,” we have worked with
steady snd besutiful zeal—all classes
in unison, poor and rich, and none more than
our players, whose hands are over open with
melting and froitful charity. Letus, however,
learn and apply the lesson of the winter. We
must reorganize our whole system of charities,
or, in other words, we must have a real systom,
It is not wise or moral, or calenlated to afford
real relief to have a haphazard distribu-
tion of charitics, The thoughtless bestowal
of money, or even of food, is generally an in-
centive to idleness, and can only be justified
by sn unexpected calamity springing from
unavoidable and unforeseen causes, like the
famine in India or the threatemed privation
in New York. What we want is a careful and
perfect organization of the whole charity sys-
tem, avoiding, on the one hand, the indis.
criminate gifts which come from promiscuons
efforts in behalf of the poor, and, on the other
band, the selfish and avaricions schemes of
wen like Brace and Barnard, who live on the
sibscriptions of the bumene, as the most

The | expensive panpers of the age. Our charities

world finds a voice in these seventy odd | sbonld be so serutinized that none should be

columns of advertisements, and if old Herr
Peufelsdroch bad lived in our city and in
#his gemeration, instead of climbing to his
tower to study the great town beneath,
the wonld bave taken the advertising pages
of thes Hemarp, What woe, mpture,
hope, expectancy, ambition, effort, pride,
surrow, success, failure—what dresms sod
schiovements Lere find & voice! It is the
metropolis secking speech—the man speak-

ing to his fellow men, and asking the world |

to his council.  As an evidénce of ths busi-
ness prospects of spring, these seventy odd
colamns will be as weleome to the merchant as
the blossomws to the husbandman, aud we

| mided excerpt those who could not sid thei-
selves. Some bonest and necessary industry
should wccompany all almsgiving, and, if pos-
| gible, we should have a central House of In-
| dustry on a large scale, so that honest men in
poor circamstances roquiring aid shoald at
| once obtain the reliof whish emnes from com-
pensated labor.  We know of nothing more
importaut than o cereful study of our chari-
| ties, nud the meturing of & plan which will
enable us in the inture to do our doty withont
{ ipearring the risks now attending any ha-
| pane effort. Lot us dothis, and we shall have
| made & bencficent Eastor work, indecd.
Extending the feld of cbservation and

therefore note therm as among the gratifying | looking over the world we have muny reasons

tokens of what we trust will be to all of vur | for
! prospect thal cowes with Eastor,

roaders a bapvy Essler time,

the  hurmonions

The

congratulation

apen

the mors we borrowed |

P —

world is ot pence.  Bismarck is divided be-
tween his physicians and the Pope, and we
have no doubt the vemerable Pontiff, iu this
senson of peneral rejoreing, will find it in his
beart {o pray for pence to the snffiring and
mighly herotic of Varzin, As for the Pontiff,
the festival of so much rejoicing in the Chris-
tian world finds him n prisoner in his “‘one,
lone, only, ever-living Rome.”" But in all re-
spuets he is a cheerful and emphatie prisoner,
prompt with an admonition as with a blessing,
strengthening the bands of persecuted saints
like Louis Venillot, following the eccon-
trie arms of Don Carlos with his prayers,
I and endeavoring to conx Austrin not to join

heretic Prussia in sbandoning the Pupuey.
The Father of the Faithful must have strangs

fower-burdened altar to celebrate in joyful

events of his venerable and extmmordinary
career, and of the perils that now surround
the Tontificate. But may it not be seen befors
suother Easter comes that these griefs are but
Bqu mpn’s fancies ; that he dreads simply
“Tmaginary perils ; that the Roman Chureh
will be strongor when she is renily -a Church
! and freed from the oppressive furdel of an
unuatural awnd incongruous sovercignty?
Even as priest or bishop the Lead of the
Roman Catholie communion is one of the
most poweriul men on the earth, and this
power will not be weakened by the departure
of the ewmbloms of a teasing cnd incfficient
temporal dominion.

) England begins her Easter with a new Min-
ister in power, and everybody seems flusheil
with those happy anticipations that always

Mr. Disraeli will make the pint pot contain s
quart, or see that every peasant has cakes and
ale, and make England onee more the merry
England of rhymés and comedies, remains to
be seen. Certainly no Minister evor bad n
happier Easter than this extraordinary man,
who, throngh the patient years of a long life,
has surmounted ¢very invidious eircumstance
and bocome the ruler of an empire., Let us
not believe that the spirit of democracy and
equality is altogether dead or even dormant in
a country which permits Benjamin Disracli to

from Alaska to Behring Straits, to domesti- : preside over a Cabinet of Darby and Salisbury

and give orders to (the proudest peers of Eng-

| land. Tet us trust that all his Easters will be

as happy !

France will honor this day with French
fervor, for it has not eseaped notive that
for two or three years the proud, glori-
ous mation has beem in a religions
frame of mind, with a tendency to sack-
cloth and ashes, and_preferring, we should
say, the solemin feasta to theso days
of rejoicing. But even France may rejoive,

| for the violets and the lilies begih to bloom

sgain, and promise restorations of the ancicnt
monarchical splendor. We do not know, in
the trembling condition of French politics, that
there is mnch to pray for; but on festival
days we must needs pray for something, and
what more innocent subjects of devotion than
the liies and the violets? Francis Jozeph
has domestic vexations thut are not quite clear
to us; but we hope he will have a ministry to
suit him as he walks up the gray and vener-
able aisles of St. Stepnen's.

There are trombles in Turkey: but we, as
Christians, on this most Christian day,

with the Turk and the infidel. What we es-
pecially note is that peace reigns, and that
the nations of the world are coming nearer
and nearer; that science and commerce and
lhuman achievement are eradicating those
vague legends and geographical differences
which engendered so much bitterness and
strife. Moy we not feel, in this happy Easter
mood, that we in America have done some-

improvement; that, afterall, we are not as bad
as we geem ; that we are bound together by
those tender and invisible chords of love and
humanity whose divine expression we seein
Him whose highest praise will be sung in the
anthem which proclaims this morning to mill-
ions of hearts that Christ has risen from the
grave to bless and save the world ?

Affairs in Japan.

The news received by the steamship Alaska
from Japan is interesting. The Mikado con-
tinues his liberal policy, for on the 1st of
Maurch the palace belonging to him and where
he formerly resided was opened for the first
time to the public, The third annaal exhibi-
tion at Kioto was held within its walls, This
exhibition or fuir shows the progress Japan is
making under his rale, and the opening of
the imperial palace, which used to be consid-
ered too sacred for valgar eyes, is evidenoce of
his enlightened views and the great strides he
has made in approximsting our Western eiv-
ilization. Ther: was an ernption of the vol-
cuno Foosiysma, about twenty miles from the
new capital, on the 5th of Febrnary, This’
was about the time when the earthgnake
shocks were first uoticed in North Caroling.
Whether there was any connection or mnot
betweon these disturbances at sach u great
distance from each other may be doubted, but
the eoincidence is enrions, to gay the lopst, and
affords a subject for the speculation of natural
philosophers, The discontent exhibited lately
among the old military classes seems to have
been cansed chiefly by the aciion of the gov-
ernment regarding pensions, o deflnite sum
having been substituted in place of annual
pensions. There had been no fresh trouble,
however, about this matter,

Tae Trave Srmkrs. A few doys ago we
ealled the attention of our readers to the
threatening attitndo of the trade nuions. In
spite of the tightness of the moncy market
strikes were g&;nerul nagld the prospect was not
cheering. Already our worst fears begin to be
realized. At the Astral Oil Works, Brooklyn,
where the men are _out, the non-society men
| have but narrowly escaped; and but for the
E nctivity of the police it might have been our

duty this morning to record bloodshed and |

f murdes The eipht-hour system seems to be
| somewhat in danger. A prominent bailder,
! who has contracts for new buildings in vari-
ons paris of the city—contriets wmonmting in
vilne to one handred and fifty thousand dol-
lirs—threatens o break Lis contracts nnle&p
the men oconsent to return to e tep-honr

system. The Empire Lodge of American Car-

at Masonic Hall, on Monday, to consider the
Ipmrmm'i change from eight to ten hours,

operatives seem as determined ns New York
teadesmen, The ptrugele thpeilens o be se-

thoughts to-day as he slowly ascends tho |

strains the Resurrection, thinkiug of the many |

attend the advent of a new party. Whather |

cannpt be expected to comeern ourselves |

thing in the way of moral enlture and self- |

penters has decided to hold n muss ineeting, |

| The contagion is spreading, and New England |

vero and bitter ns well as general. It 18 to be
hoped thnt peaceinl counsels will prevail and
that the situation, already alarming, will rot
be aggravated by the dissensions of mnstets
and workmen,

A Picture of the World of Letiters.

We surrender a large part of our space this
morning o what is, in fact, o résumé of the
literary history of the‘month. Nothing could
be more inlerosting than this stereoscopic
glance at the world of letters. Starting with
Victor Hugo's litest novel we view in sncoes-
sion Simpson's and Schwoinfurth's books on
Asin and Africa, oonsider the alleged blas-
yhemy of Dr. Panl Lindan, the German
dramatist and editor; spend a pleasant half
| hour with Baron Tauchnitz in Leipsic, and

| take a look at the political pamphlets and
[ now publications which have just appearsd in
Taris. The great novelist’s “Ninety-three,"” it
' is hiuted, is the first of an idyllie series of
| prose romances on the French Revolation.
! Romombering the wonderful ehapter on the
battle of Waterloo in “Les Miserables,” we
cannot bat look forward to such a series with
great anticlpations, and consequently the new
novel is doubly welecomed.  If this hint of our
correspondent should be realized it would
make a striking coincidenoce with the comple-
tion of Tennyson’s *“Idylls of the King." The
battle of Waterloo, like the **Morte 'Arthur,”
which should have been last, cams firat, and
in ench case may have suggested the grand
works which followed. In Mr. Simpson's
book on China we have some of the ripe work
which is abont to be evokad by the progres-
sive journalism of the duy, and it is owing to
| the interest the newspapers have inspired in
| Africa that the work of the German traveller
{ will receive the attention its merits demand,
| Schweiniurth’s book is a searcely less valua-
ble contribution to our knowledge of that
terru incognila than the great results of Dr.
Livingatone’s researches in the regious about
the sonrces of tha Nile. Our Berlin letter is
exeeedingly interesting because it raiscs the
point whether heathenism is o defence agninst
blasphemy if the blasphemy is mercly intended
| ds satire, Lindau, who was nol the author of
the article printed in his paper, was punished
for its publication partly because the author
was not at hand, but mora especially because
the frequent punishment of Catholics for blas-
phemy in Germany required some show of
| even-handed justice when n Protestant victim
| o conveniently offored himself. The gossip
| about Baron Taunchnitz—whose English edi-
| tions of favorite anthors, so convenient for the
| pocket or the lounging attituds of Sunday after-
| noon reading, have become legion since he first
issued “Pelbam” in the now familiar shaps, in
1842 —is quite as interesting o8 a book with the
Tauchoitz imprint. The chapter on the
Freneh pamphleteers; the youth of the holy
brigade, relieved from guard duty at the Vati-
can, turned into the political writers of the
hoped for Henri Cing restoration; Trochu's

against him in its report of the com-
mittee to investigate the acts of the Govern-
moent of the Notional Defence; M. Grévy, the
republicnn, discussing ‘‘Monarchy or Repub-
lic,” and M. Cassagnae, the imperialist, on

mous author, inspired by the Orleans princes,
gives us a curions insight into the condition
of French politics. It is the literary history
| of Englond in the time of Charles IL. and
James IL all over again in Frunce, but the
trochures come just two centuries too late.
All this makes a singular showing of the con-
dition of the world of letters, the quaint being
curionsly intermingled with the earnest and the
stupid with the highest results of intellectual
endeavor. It is a literary panorams such as
is seldom presented, and as the reader skips
from scene to scene he cannot fail to be
plensed with the changing piclure.

Observations of Accidents on Differs
ent Pavemenis.

From observations made at certain points
in London, the results of which are given else-
where, it will be geen that a horse travels on
asphalt pavement 191 miles before he {falls;
on granite pavement, 132 miles, and on wood,
330 miles. From these experiments, there-
fore, granite appears the worst and wood the
best in the single element of 8 pavement—that
is, its fitness to afford a sure foothold. 'These
results were obtained from a total of 2,327
falls which oceurred within fifiy days at given
points of observation, and which are classified
as complete falls, falls on the haunches and
falls on the knees. Rather more than half are
falls on the knees, 13 in 100 falls on the
haunches and 34 in 100 complete falls. Wood
pavement had the greatest number of falls on
the knees and asphalt the greatest number on
the haunches. Granite had the greatest and
wood the smallest number of complete falls.
Falls on wood pavements obstructed the
traffic less than the others; the horses recov-
ered their feet more readily and the falls were
less hurtful to them. In a second point, there-
fore—that of doing less injury to the horses
than other pavements—the advantage as be-
tween these three was in favor of wood in this
scries of experiments. But the conditions of
the respective pavements would tend to greatly
| vary the results. In this case the wood and
asphalt pavements were in good condition, the
granite was not, and it is acknowledged by
the observer that boles in the pavement tended
to aggravate every bad feature. As the wood
povement is far more perishable than the
granite, certainly the mere fact of bad condi-
tion mightyuite reverse the results found if
the experimental observations were made
through a more extended period. Although
those observations do not go far in clucidating
the relative points of pavement, they are in-
structive and useful so far us they go.

Tur Ispiaxe —Mr. Baville, the Indisn
agent, writes trom Red Clond Agency, Da-
kota, under date March 24, giving enconraging
news as to the progress of enrolment. He
has already enrolled over four thousand Sionx.
| Sinee the asrival of the soldiers the Indiuns
have been quiet and cbedient, and Ked Clomd
geems penitent and anxious to atone for his
Inte offences. A better spirit seems to be
growing among the hostile tribes. Firmness
| nnd good faith on the part of the government
agents seem alone to be roquisite to the preser-
vation of peace with the rod men.

Gas  Moxorony, —-Mr,  Justice Donchue
pecms to have given o just and equitable. de-
ciglon in the snit of Mr. Zollicoffer, of the
| Metropolitan Gas Company, undertaken to
l prevent the city coverament fram_ mekine o

pamphlat in answer to the charges preferred |

*Republic or Empire;'’ last of all, nn anony- |

| larization of the Colosseum st Rome.
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contrno! with tho Matual Gaslight Company
for lighling street lamps. Itisa good thing
to find that the law nosorls with publio inter-
est. The public interest demands oo mpebi-
tion in the ga:light business, for there is ne
other possible restraint on our old gas monop-
olies. Regulation by law, which is tho only
relinnea in the absonee of competition, is, of
course, not aviilable in a Slate whose Legis-
lature is so ridicnlonsly cheap as ours; nnd
80, in the name of the people, give us compe-
tition.

The Religious Press on the Council.

The Congregational Couneil, whose adjourn-
mont last Sunday morning came ton late for
the religious press last week, receives its dne
share of attention from them in their latost
issue. Tt divides the honors with Easter. but
tokes to itself the lurpest half of the editom’
pens. The Christian [nidn, whoso editor was
or ought to have been wore interested in the
deliberations and results of the Council than
anybody else, writes that after wrestling two
days with the questien of its own status, the
Council settled pretieally npon the gronnd
that it was ndvisory. But it neveriheless
played back apd forth between advisory and
ex partr, and wos from the beginning adverse
to Plymonth church by a large working ma-
jority, which, however, wenkened in the inten-~
sity of their demands during the sessicns of
the body. “The net result 1s,"' says the Union,
“that, by o vote of B7 yeas, 8 nays
and 28 abstaimng, the Council indorsed
the stringent wview of the covenant,
but acocpted as Congregationnl the state-
ments of Plymouth church as to disoi-
pline and fellowship, On the whole, the his-
tory and result of the Comneil conmstitute a
rractical vindication of Plymouth church as
s Congregational cburch. The declared pur-
pose was to excommunicate that church, The
fact of failure is more significant than all the
explanations of it that can be offcred.”” The
U'nion is quite safe in asserting thot the expe-
rience of thesre brethren in Brooklyn was
suchas to disconrage all farther attempts like
that in which they were entangled.

The Independent looks at the Council and
ita regults difforen{ly. It thinks the Couneil
was about evenly balanced batwesn both par-
ties to the controversy; that iis impartial
selection wns quite apparent, and that its
spirit was simply grond. It is sure that
thronghout the couutry Congregationalism
will be more honored for the wisdom of its
representatives.  The Independant applands
Dr. Btorrs' address for its tender references to
his intimney with Mz, Beecher, so free from
personnl feeling that no man could donbt his
sincerity. The secular press failed to dis-
cover any such tender references, but, on the
contrary, a shaving so close to the old slander
agninst Mr. Beecher as to give pretty clear
indication that thet was the thing sought after
rather than advice on matters of discipline.
““There is no doubt,"” the Indrpendsni thinks,
“‘that the churches inviting the Ccuncil will
accept its results, Their principles are

“adopted by it as correct.”

The Methodist sums np the results ‘of the
Conneil in this way: —*The decision is mixed
in its characier. On the principle it sustains
the churches which ealled the Council, and it
justifiss them in secking advice. On the par-
ticular case it impliedly admits that there may
have bpen  cirenmstances to excuse the irreg-
ular proceedings of Plymounth church.”

The Christian Intelligencer was certain, in ad-
vance, that no other decision could have been
reached by so competent and candid o Conn-
cil than that rendered, which reflects so se-
verely, it thinks, on Plymouth church and its
pastor, and leaves an ‘impression behind that
that church would not have arrested the inves-
tigation of its own member at the eost of such
an infringement of Congregational law had the
case been less difficult and the adventure less
mgged.

The Hraminer and (Tironicle feels sure that
to the great body of Congregationalists the
results of the Council will appear wise and
satisfactory. To the editor it appears emi-
nently Scriptural and in accordance with that
sanctified common sense which Congregation-
alists have claimed to be characteristic of their
gystem.

The Fvanqelist gives a very complete and
fair editorial summary of the whole case from
its first beginnings to the conclusion of the
Council's finding, and adds that “on every
guestion of discipline the two churches are
fully sustained. Theirs is held to be the true
doctrine of Congregationalism, and the con-
trary to be disorganizing and destructive to
anything like Church anthorify or order.
Tie only point on which the decigion is
made more ¢asy and indulgent to Plymouth
church is tlat the other churches are not ree-
ommended to withdraw their fellowship from
it, Itis a victory for conservative Congrega-
tionalism as distingnished from independency,
and from nll those forms of mdicalism and
come-outerism which both in Church and
Btate tend to disintegration.”

Thus far the opinions of the leading denomi-
nationnl organs in this city—Congregational,
Presbyterian, Methodist and Baptist-—on the
great ecclesiastical event, probably, of this
year 1874

Others of our religious exchanges, ns, for
instance, the Christian at Work oud the Chris-
tiun Leader, have commendable articles on
Easter. The Catholic journals deal with mat-
ters that relate purely to their own Church.
The Boston Iilol, one of the newsiest and best
arrang:d religious papers that come to us, has
a thoroughly readable article insisting on the
right and duty of the Btate to give religious
edueation to ita children, Such an edacation,
it says, is absolutely necessary to make good
citizens. The Freeman's Jownal recommeonds
the pilgrims to take a money offering to the
FPope sud & banner to the chapel at Lourdes,
The Tablet is only half in favor of the Pilgrim-
age. The enlerprise does not come at ali up
to its ideal of o pligrimuge. representative of
the United Btates. The Tuabie! bhas o depreea-
tory article concerning the seizure and seca-
The
Catholic Leview takes Dr, Newman (lute Ohap-
lain to Congress) to acconnt for cortain state-
ments of his communicated to the Christian
Advoeae of this city concerning the siate of
religion (Catholie) in China.

Boston Aoamssr Inrrarion. —The Hubbites
assernbled lnst night in Fanenil Hall to give
expression to their condemnation of the un-
wise course which Congress has pursned
in tampering with the currency. These
expresdions of opinion from the ohief com-

marcial centrea ov “& to convince General

Grant of the wislom of placing his wvete
oguinst & mensure that will inflict great bard.
ship on the vast majority ol Lhe citizons of
these United Statos.

The Past Sesson of Opera,

Mr. Btrnkosch closed yesterday a very ree
marknble geason of Italian opera at the Acad-
emy of Music. The penitential season of Lens
seems to have had no depressing effect on the
acknowledged tast: of the New York publis
for everything that is excellent in musie,
Formerly the term of sackeloth and ashes was
regarded with a decidedly doubtful eye by the
musical manager, aud opern and concert
during thet terrible time were entertainments
to be stealthily patronized, and Mrs. Grundy
would frown at any of her ta
enough to visit the Amd&my'::joﬂﬂhin:d;:
between Mardi Gras ond BEaster, Muis, nous
avons changé loul cela. Never in the history of
the metropolitan musieal stage has such s
brilliant season besn known as the one whickh
closed yesterdny. Six weeks of Iialian opera,
with the best company which has ever ap-
peared in this counlry, culminating in a mag-
nificent representation of the opem of the
futare, par excellence, “‘Lohengrin,” in which
Nilsson and Campanini have reached the
highest pinnacle of lyrie art; a brillisnt sea-
son of opéra bouffe, during which Mlle, Aimée
was the bright, particnlar star; a Teutonio
furor over Mme. Lucea in the Bowery,
o vgy clever parody on Wagner's opera at
the Germania, an exceptional aitractiom
in the concerts of Mr. Theodore Thomas, the
six “Stabat Maters” at 8t. Ann's church by
Mr. Dachouer, and myriad small affairs,
testify to the intense love of the New York
public for the divine art of music. And
Easter brings new attractions, especially Di
Murska, who will appear to-morrow
No other city in the world can exhibit such a
fecundity of musical attractions,

The production of Wagner's opera, “Ligs
hengrin,”’ which may be regarded as the chisf
representative of the new school, generally

known as the school *‘of the futuze, has excited
considerable discussion among the musicians

of this city. All agree upon the wonderful
genius shown by the composer in the instru-
mentation of this work. The opera of “Lohen.
grin’’ is a magnificent symphony, and, o faras
the instrumentation is concerned, it deserves
the title sublime. But it is entirely faulty inm
vocal point of view, and is founded on a per-
nicious principle. It tends townrd the utter
anunjhilation of the individuality of the vocal
artist, although Nilsson and Campanini have
successfully asserted theirs in the teeth of
Wagner's theory, and it mnkes the orchestrs
a despot, which is con'rary to the first prin.
ciples of opera. Wagner is egotistic to
such @& degree that he ignores all
who achieved success before he was known.
For singing Wagner substitutes declama-
tion; for melody, chaos. The fleres on-
slaught which the admirers of this moderm
Messiah make on all who do not agree with
them cannot help his cause here. Elaborate
theories, with imprncticable results, will
never make a school of opera. There is mere
real music in the quartet of ‘‘Rigoletto,” the
quintet of “Ernani,” the sextet of ‘“*Lucia"
and the many magnificent ensembles of Meyors
beer than in snything Richard Wagner has
ever written. We are willing to grant
all that is in justice due to Wagner for
his wonderful instrumentation, but we de-
cidedly object to his making an abalfoir of
voices in his operas. Individuality in vocal
as well as instrumental art is neceasary for &
complete opera.

Pulpit Topiles for Easter.

With most of our city pastors the oves.
shadowing topie for meditation and though$
to-day will be that which is most prominens
in the minds of Christians throughout the
world—namely, the resurrection of Christ.
This theme and its accompaniments are joy-
ous in the extreme. The choicest music and
the choicest flowers stimulate the preachers to
put forth their choicest rhetoric or logic im
illustration of this greatevent. ‘‘The Fact and
Symbol of the Resurrection' will be the sab-
ject of Mr. Pnllman's contemplation this morm-
ing in the Church of Our Saviour. A topie
akin to it, and depending upon this event for
its fulfilment, will be treated by Rev. Mr.
Sweetser in the Bleecker street Universalist
church this morning. ‘Heavenly Mansions™
are promised to the faithful becanse Christ
Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into
Heaven, and Mr. Sweetser will tell us some-
thing about those mansions and how to secare
them, :

There are other topics to be treated by oue
city pustors also. For instance, Dr. Ludlow
will tell the Collegiate Retormed church this
evening what the Prophet Daniel has ssid
abont “The Persians’” in his remarkable and

mysterious prophecies. The Doctor has givem

some study to this book, and will bring ripe
scholarship as well as close thinking to bear
in the elucidation of his subject.

The recent decease of Elder Jacob Kunapp,
the greal Baptist evangelist end revivalist, has
marked an ers in the Baptist denomination.
When evangelists were searce in any denomi-
nation and were unknown among the Baptists
Elder Knapp struck out on this line for him-
gelf, and created a sensation such as few men
have created in his denomination or in any
other for half a century. The Tabernacle Bap-
tist church of this cily, when it was located in
Muiberry street, became his earliest “stamping
ground.’”” 1Itis, therefore, eminently proper
that this church should honor the memory ef
4 man to whom it owes so much, and that Dr.
Fulton, who wes intimately acquainted with
the deceased evangelist in his work in Boston

many years, should pronounce his me-
::rm oration. This, therefore, will be Dr.
Fulton's pleasing task to-night in this charohe |

Wio 18 1o Braun?—In our news colomme
this morning will be found a report of &
eurious case, which seems to cast a strange
light on the doings of our police courts. A
poor mun, by the name of Docherty, was, om
the 80th of March lnst, brought before Judge
Otterbourg, on & charge of drunkenness. The
old man was discharged. Yestorday a friend:
came to the Conrt begging that the old mamn,
who, according to all accounts, is quiet and!
inoffensive out of his cups, and who has bee
haved wall in prison, be released. It was the
first intimation that the Conrt had of the fact
of the man's imprisooment. Hod this man
been rich or had he many friends thia could
not have happened. Had management somas

_where. gentlemen! Who is to blame?

-




